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Marine Corps Air Station Miramar Commanding Officer’s
Environmental Policy Statement

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar‘s mission is to
maintain and operate facilities and to provide
service and material to support the operations of
3d Marine Aircraft Wing and the other tenant
organizations aboard this installation. 1In order
to carry out and reduce risks to this critical
mission it is imperative that we preserve, protect
and enhance the quality of our land, air and water
resources. The conduct of realistic and mission
essential training is key for tenant commands to
maintain a high level of combat readiness. By
respecting and maintaining the natural resources
entrusted to the Marine Corps, the training
opportunities enjoyed by today’s Marine will be
available to future generations of Marines. Keeping
this in mind will help all Marines understand the
importance of preserving and protecting our natural
training environment.

This air station will focus on compliance with all applicable environmental

legislation along with all Federal, State and local regulations and policy.

I promote environmental training and education to enhance the development of
our environmental compliance and protection responsibilities.

Pollution prevention is another tenet of our environmental stewardship and
will continue to be a priority. Pollution will be prevented or reduced at th
source whenever feasible. Pollution that can not be prevented will be
recycled as practical. All Marines, Sailors, and Civilian Marines shall
participate in our recycling program. For more information and drop off

locations you may contact Environmental Management at 858-577-1108.
Remember...Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

One of our long term goals is to clean up or control areas that are
contaminated from past hazardous waste releases and spills. Installation
restoration or land recycling will allow the use of areas that were unusable
before the restoration clean up process. Additionally, this program will
reduce the potential of impacts on human health.

We are committed to the conservation of natural and cultural resocurces as ti
long-term strategy for achieving and maintaining environmental compliance ar
protecting access to our training areas. The careful management of these
resources will ensure their preservation over the entire air station.

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar is committed to continuous improvement of
our environmental programs. This continuous improvement will be pursued anc
documented within the MCAS Miramar BEnvironmental Management System (EMS) .
The EMS communicates our environmental commitments, including this policy, t
all Air Station personnel, tenants, on-site contractors and makes them
available to the public. The EMS is available at
www.mizramar.usmc.mil/ems/index.html.

-

Sk i

Frank A. Nichie
Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
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Department of Defense
United States Marine Corps

Finding of No Significant Impact
for Implementation of the
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan
Marine Corps Air Station Miramar
San Diego County, California

The United States Marine Corps, following Section 102(2)(c) of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR §
1500-1508) implementing the procedural provisions of NEPA, gives notice that an Environmental
Assessment (EA) has been prepared and that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will not
be prepared for the implementation of an Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan for
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Miramar. Based on the following summary of effects (as
discussed in the EA), T have determined that the full implementation alternative, which I have
selected. will not have a significant effect on the human environment. Therefore, an EIS is not

needed.

Proposed Action. The proposed action is the implementation of an Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan (INRMP) during 2011-2015 for MCAS Miramar. The INRMP is a planning
document that facilitates the management and conservation of natural resources on land and
waters under the control of the Department of Defense. The INRMP meets statutory requirements
of the Sikes Act Improvement Act (SAIA) of 1997, Public Law 105-85, Div. B Title XXIX, Nov.
17. 1997, 111 Stat 2017-2019, 2020-2022. The SAIA requires each installation to prepare an
INRMP that provides for the management and use of natural resources on the installation, to the
extent that such activities are consistent with the installation’s military mission.

The INRMP is designed to balance the management of ecosystem resources unique to the Station
and support Station military mission requirements and other land use activities affecting the
installation natural resources. The INRMP is a fully integrated plan developed with input from
Station planners and trainers, natural resources managers, regulatory agencies, and the public.
The INRMP identifies planned natural resource management actions that must be and could be
implemented to support stewardship and conservation compliance in support of the military
readiness mission of the Station.

Agency Coordination. The SAIA requires that INRMPs be prepared in coordination with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the cognizant State fish and game agency. Such
coordination should reflect the mutual agreement of all parties concerning the conservation,
protection, and management of fish and wildlife resources on an installation. Further, the SAIA
requires the public be afforded an opportunity to review and comment on the plan during its

preparation.

MCAS Miramar provided the USFWS and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
with two opportunities to review and comment on drafts of the INRMP. Public review and
comment occurred in August 1 through September 15 of 2010.

Alternatives. Three alternatives were evaluated in the EA:



e Alternative 1 - Full Implementation of the MCAS Miramar INRMP (Preferred
Alternative)

e Alternative 2 - Partial Implementation of the MCAS Miramar INRMP

e Alternative 3 - No Action Alternative (continue implementing the 2006 INRMP)

The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 1) provides a net benefit to the environment while
supporting current levels of military activity. Alternative 2, Partial Implementation of the
INRMP. would entail implementation of only must fund (compliance-driven) actions. This would
provide a net benefit to natural resources, but to a lesser degree than Alternative 1. Alternative 3,
the No Action Alternative, would entail continued implementation of the objectives and practices
under the existing natural resources management program, which would provide a net benefit to
natural resources, but to a lesser degree than either Alternative 1 or Alternative 2.

Environmental Effects. The EA presents a review and analysis of anticipated environmental
impacts associated with the preferred and other alternatives. Resources evaluated include
geology. soils. climate, hydrology and watersheds, air quality, noise environment, hazardous
waste/materials, land and air space use, cultural resources, biological resources, environmental
justice, and environmental health and safety risks to children. There would be no significant
impacts. individually or cumulatively, associated with implementing the INRMP. There will not
be any disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects from the
action on minority and low-income populations. Nor will there be any impacts associated with the
protection of children from environmental health risks and safety risks. The preferred alternative
will provide a positive effect to natural resources. Since the actions proposed are either
environmentally beneficial or neutral, there should be little, if any, environmental controversy
surrounding implementation of the INRMP.

Findings. Based on a review of the information contained in the EA, it is concluded that
implementation of the 2011-2015 INRMP on MCAS Miramar is not a major federal action that
would significantly affect the quality of the environment within the meaning of Section 102(2)(c)
of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. Accordingly, the preparation of
an EIS is not required.

Based on the EA for the implementation of the INRMP and this Finding of No Significant
Impact, | approve the INRMP and endorse full implementation of the planned natural resource
management actions it contains.

The EA prepared for the Marine Corps addressing this action is on file and interested parties may
obtain a copy from: Commanding Officer, MCAS Miramar, Attn: Environmental Management,
P.O. Box 452001, San Diego, California 92145-2001, telephone (858) 577-4088. A limited
number of copies of the EA are available to fill single-copy requests.

( . s
Signature: %QW 15 Aug 200

F.A. RICHIE Date
Colonel. U.S, Marine Corps

Commanding Officer

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar
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ACRONYMS

APE Area of Potential Effect

BASH Bird/Animal Air Strike Hazard

BCC Bird of Conservation Concern

BMP Best Management Practice

BRAC Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act
C Candidate Threatened or Endangered Species
CalTrans California Department of Transportation
CDFG California Department of Fish and Game
CE California Endangered Species

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

CMEP Centrally Managed Environmental Program
CNPS California Native Plant Society

CR California Rare Species

CSC California Species of Special Concern

CT California Threatened Species

CWA Clean Water Act

DoD Department of Defense

EA Environmental Assessment

EIS Environmental Impact Statement

ESA Endangered Species Act

ESQD Explosives Safety Quantity Distance

FSC Federal Species of Special Concern

FE Federal Endangered Species

FP Fully Protected
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GIS Geospatial Information System

GPS Global Positioning Systems

HEM Habitat Evaluation Model

I Interstate

INRMP Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan
kV kilovolt

LTEM Long-Term Ecosystem Monitoring

MA Management Area

MCAS Marine Corps Air Station

MCCS Marine Corps Community Services
MCIWEST Marine Corps Installations West

MCO Marine Corps Order
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MHPA

Multi-Habitat Planning Area

MSCP Multiple Species Conservation Program
NAS Naval Air Station

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
NMCI Navy-Marine Corps Intranet

NRD Natural Resources Division

OPBUD Operations Budget

PE Federally Proposed Endangered Species
PL Public Law

PT Federally Proposed Threatened Species
RNA Research Natural Area

SDCWA San Diego County Water Authority
SDG&E San Diego Gas and Electric

SSC Species of Special Concern (former candidates for Federal listing)
T/E Threatened/Endangered

U.S. United States

USC United States Code

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service
USMC United States Marine Corps
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